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Demand for Imports and Exports

Exports have been a growing share of the gross national product
(GNP), reflecting the growing globalization of the U.S. economy. In
1970 exports accounted for about 5 percent of GNP; by 1990 this
share had more than doubled. Imports have grown even faster, result-
ing in a balance-of-trade deficit in recent years. Most forecasts show
continued growth in both exports and imports. As international trade
grows, the potential increases for congestion on the rail lines and
highways serving the ports.

Growth Potential of Containerized Cargoes

Some general cargo ports continue to specialize in specific, noncon-
tainerized cargo such as some food and forest products and auto-
mobiles. Containerization, however, has made substantial inroads
into cargo not formerly considered suitable. Foodstuffs, bulk cargo
such as logs and cotton, and even commodities such as fresh flowers
can take advantage of low rates and are increasingly containerized
(Chadwin et al. 1990, 113). Innovations have even included the de-
velopment of stacking systems that allow automobiles to be contain-
erized; commercial applications of this new technology began in 1992
(American Shipper 1992, 59). As indicated earlier, most general
cargo is likely to be containerized in the future, and much bulk cargo
may be as well. Shippers of bulk cargo can take advantage of low
transportation rates for containers that would otherwise be moved
empty in backhauls. Developing countries that are important trading
partners are investing in container ports to export their goods.

Adequacy of Harbors, Channels, and Berths

By most estimates the nation has ample waterside capacity of natural
harbors, channels, and berths for shipping (although dredging to
deepen channels and disposing of the dredged materials are made
difficult and expensive by environmental regulations). Harbor and
channel depths can constrain the shipping of bulk commodities, but
they are less of an issue for container ships. New container ships,
even the largest ones, require far less depth than the largest bulk